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Professional Women 
in Building Week is 

September 13-17, 2021! 
In addition to her seven 

years of serving on the OMB 
Board of Directors, Becky also 
serves on the Lewis County 
Public Health and Social 
Service Board and is the SW 
Washington Septic Designer 
representative for Washington 
Onsite Sewage Association. 

In her free time, Becky 
can be found giving back to 
her community as a member 
of the board of Run Amok 
(a non-profit running club 
of friends and community 
members who enjoy being 
fit and active). She is deeply 
passionate about this 
organization for several 
reasons. Mainly, she says, “it 
makes me stop working 
and go walk or run for my 
sanity. The other is it is nice 
to see all of our members out 
and about and working on 
making themselves healthy. 
We become a family and cheer 
each other on. It is great to see 
people meet their goals and be 
able to celebrate with them.”

Professional Women in Building Week is an occasion set 
aside to celebrate women as an important component of the 

residential construction industry. We use this week as an 
opportunity to showcase achievements of women that represent 
all facets of the industry, as will the work that is being done to 

promote, train, advance and add more women in the field.  
Industry professionals (and the community) are encouraged 
to join us this week — and throughout the year — by actively 
raising awareness of the opportunities for growth and success 

that pursuing a career in home building can provide. 
Do you know a Professional Woman in Building that 

you’d like us to spotlight?
 Contact us at jill@omb.org today! 

#PWBWEEK #pwb2021 #PWBProud

Use this checklist to help 
you select a home builder or 
home remodeler to work on or 
build your home. 

Contact your local home 
builders’ association for the 
names of member builders and 
remodelers. You can also ask 
family, friends or coworkers 
for recommendations. 

Make sure the builder 
or home remodeler has a 
permanent business location 
and a good reputation with 
local banks and suppliers. 

Find out how long they 
have been in the building 
business. It usually takes 
three to five years to establish 

a financially sound business. 
You want to make sure they 
will be around after the 
construction is complete to 
service any warranties. 

Check out the company’s 
rating and if there have been 
any complaints filed with your 
local Better Business Bureau: 
bbb.org. 

Make sure the builder/
remodeler has sufficient 
workers compensation and 
general liability insurance. If 
not, you may be liable for any 
construction-related accidents 
on your premises.  

Ask the builder/remodeler 
to provide you with names of 

previous customers. If they 
won’t, beware. If they do, ask 
the customers if they would 
hire the builder/remodeler 
again. 

Ask if you can see the 
builder/remodelers work, 
both completed and in 
progress. Check for quality of 
workmanship and materials. 

Do you feel you can 
easily communicate with the 
builder/remodeler? Remember 
you will be in close contact 
with them throughout the 
construction process and 
afterward as you live in your 
new home. 

Make sure the builder/

remodeler provides you with 
a complete and clearly written 
contract. The contract will 
benefit both of you. If you are 
having a new home built, get 
and review a copy of the home 
warranty and homeowner 
manual as well. 

Be cautious of unusually 
low-priced bids. If the builder/
remodeler is unable to pay 
for the materials and labor as 
the project proceeds, this may 
indicate a potential problem. 
Keep in mind that less 
expensive does not necessarily 
mean better! 

Verify that your remodeler 
is an EPA Lead-Safe Certified 

Renovator if you are planning 
work in a pre-1978 home that 
will disturb more than six 
square feet of painted surfaces 
inside the home or 20 square 
feet on the exterior of the 
home. Learn more about the 
EPA’s lead paint rule. 

Always check with 
Washington State Department 
of Labor & Industries. 

It is important to make 
sure a contractor is registered, 
actively licensed, and has a 
bond and insurance. 

Visit omb.org for a list of 
trusted OMB contractors and 
associates in the Lewis County 
area. 
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Becky Rieger, Environmental Design, LLC 


